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2 Chronicles 35:1 Then Josiah celebrated the Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and they slaughtered the Passover
animals on the fourteenth day of the first month.

Josiah (KJV): The whole solemnity was performed with great exactness according to the law, and upon that account there was
none like it since Samuel's time; for even in Hezekiah's passover there were several irregularities.  Bp. Patrick observes, that
in this also it exceeded the other passovers which preceding things had kept, that though Josiah was by no means so rich as
David, or Solomon, or Jehoshaphat, yet he furnished the congregation with beasts for sacrifice, both paschal and
eucharistical, at his own proper cost and charge, which was more than any king ever did before. 2Ch 30:1-27 2Ki 23:21-23 
the fourteenth (KJV): Ex 12:6 Nu 9:3 De 16:1-8 Ezr 6:19 Eze 45:21 Josiah's solemnization of the passover, which is merely
alluded to at 2 Ki 23:21, is very particularly related her, while the destruction of idolatry is largely related in the Kings, and here
only touched upon.  The feasts of the Lord God, appointed by the ceremonial law, were very numerous; but the passover was
the chief.  It was the first which was solemnized in the night wherein Israel came out of Egypt, and ushered in those which
were afterwards instituted:  and it was the last great feast which was held in the night wherein Christ was betrayed, before the
vail of the temple was rent in twain.  Be means of this feast, both Josiah and Hezekiah revived religion in their day.
See BELOW FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR 1-2 CHRONICLES - adapted from Paul Apple's Bible Outlines

INTRODUCTION:

Andrew Hill: The Passover is the preeminent religious festival for postexilic Judah and the apex of temple worship for the
Chronicler. The reason for the prominence of this feast in the Jewish restoration community stems from the Passover observed after
the completion of the second temple in 516 B.C. and the understanding that the return from Babylonian captivity is a “second
exodus” for God’s people (cf. Ezra 6:19-22). The Passover, more than any other Hebrew religious festival, drew the nation of Israel
back to her roots since it was at Mount Sinai that the former Hebrew slaves were constituted as the people of God.

Iain Duguid: In Chronicles the climax of reforms initiated by both Hezekiah and Josiah is national celebration of Passover (cf. ch.
30). The account of Hezekiah’s Passover focused on the people, recounting the invitation to participate sent throughout Judah and
Israel and thus the welcoming of those from the newly terminated northern kingdom. The celebration prompted questions and ad
hoc decisions regarding date and purification, and wide joyous participation ensued. In contrast, the focus in the account of Josiah’s
Passover is on the organization and performance of the celebration itself (the “people of Israel” are the active subject of a verb only
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in 35:17). Attention in Chronicles centers on two areas: (1) the celebration was solidly grounded in the Lord’s past instructions,
through Moses (vv. 6b, 12–13) and David and Solomon (vv. 3, 4, 15), and (2) further innovation was formalized by Josiah, as the
Levites were prominent, with increased duties (vv. 3–5, 10–15) “according to the king’s command” (vv. 10, 16; cf. imperatives in vv.
3–6). The changes brought by David and Solomon flowed from the building of a temple and related to temple ministry as a whole,
while Josiah’s instructions flowed from centralization “in Jerusalem” (v. 1).

Adam Clarke: Josiah celebrates a Passover, regulates the courses of the priests; assigns them, the Levites, and the people, their
portions; and completes the greatest Passover ever celebrated since the days of Solomon, 2-19.

McGee: We have seen in this book that although there was a general decline of the nation, there were five periods of revival,
renewal, and reformation [under kings Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah] … In each instance, return to the Word of
God led to the repentance of the people and the temporary reformation of the nation.

Then Josiah celebrated the Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and they slaughtered the Passover animals on the
fourteenth day of the first month.

Believer's Study Bible - Josiah's Passover observance was held in accordance with the newly discovered "Book of the Law"
(34:14-21) and at the "primary" time set forth in the Mosaic Law, instead of its alternate time as observed by Hezekiah (cf. 30:1-4,
note).

Geoffrey Kirkland: Looking Back – Prioritize the Lamb – [following his outline] 1. Preparation (1-6) 2. Provision (7-9) 3. Procedure
(10-15) 4. Praise & Preeminence of the Passover (16-19)

Peter Wallace: The book of Kings spent only three verses on Josiah’s Passover – the Chronicler devotes 19 verses to it.

Martin Selman: Since this account follows immediately on the renewing of the covenant, it appears to be part of Josiah’s movement
of covenant renewal (34:29-32). The Passover in fact gives the reform a much more positive image than in Kings, which
concentrates on a crusade against idolatry (2 Kgs 23:4-27). The Chronicler’s concern is rather to encourage the right use of the
temple (vv. 2, 3, 8, 20), its service (vv. 2, 10, 15, 16), and its offerings (vv. 7, 8, 9, 12-14, 16). The Passover represents the zenith of
temple worship in Chronicles (cf. 2 Chr. 30). This prominence is due partly to historical associations with the exodus (Exod. 12:1- 13)
and Israel’s entry into the Promised Land (Josh. 5:10-11), and partly to its place in the worship of the second temple (Ezra 6:19-22;
cf. also Ezek. 45:21). The Passover in post-exilic times particularly expressed many of the Chronicler’s own emphases, such as the
priority of temple worship, the reunification of the exiles, Israel’s separation form the impurities of their neighbours, and a desire to
seek the Lord (cf. Ezra 6:19-22).

Japhet: Hezekiah's Passover is portrayed as a spontaneous initiative, the main purpose of which was to provide a cultic-religious
framework for the integration of the people of the North into the Jerusalem cult; the approach to these Israelites, and the effort to
bring them to Jerusalem, consume the major part of ch. 30. … Josiah's Passover is a different matter altogether. Josiah works to
establish a permanent institution, built on solid administrational and organizational foundations, with a clear division of roles and an
undisputed legal basis.

Raymond Dillard: Josiah’s Passover was a pilgrimage feast: just as Israel had received its identity as a nation in the great
assembly before Yahweh at Sinai, the law provided that during the pilgrimage feasts the nation would assemble before his sanctuary
at least in part as a visible reminder of a corporate national existence. In this way the individual Israelite learned afresh what it
meant to be Israel: that Yahweh had chosen them as his own and that he dwelled in their midst. Centuries later Jesus’ parents
annually made this same pilgrimage; they discovered that though he was still a child, Jesus knew more about the meaning of
Passover than they (Luke 2:41–51; G. McConville, 260–61).

David Guzik: The previous Passover of note was in the days of Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 30:1-3). That Passover had to be
celebrated in the second month, but Josiah was able to keep this great Passover at the appointed time in the first month (Numbers
9:1-5).

Matthew Henry Notes: 2Ch 35:
We are here to attend Josiah,

I. To the temple, where we see his religious care for the due observance of the ordinance of the passover,
according to the law (v. 1-19).

II. To the field of battle, where we see his rashness in engaging with the king of Egypt, and how dearly it cost
him (v. 20-23).

III. To the grave, where we see him bitterly lamented (v. 24-27). And so we must take our leave of Josiah.



2Ch 35:1-19
The destruction which Josiah made of idols and idolatry was more largely related in the Kings, but just mentioned here in the
foregoing chapter (v. 33); but his solemnizing the passover, which was touched upon there (2 Ki. 23:21), is very particularly related
here. Many were the feasts of the Lord, appointed by the ceremonial law, but the passover was the chief. It began them all in the
night wherein Israel came out of Egypt; it concluded them all in the night wherein Christ was betrayed; and in the celebration of it
Hezekiah and Josiah, those two great reformers, revived religion in their day. The ordinance of the Lord's supper resembles the
passover more than it does any of the Jewish festivals; and the due observance of that ordinance, according to the rule, is an
instance and means both of the growing purity and beauty of churches and of the growing piety and devotion of particular Christians.
Religion cannot flourish where that passover is either wholly neglected or not duly observed; return to that, revive that, make a
solemn business of that affecting binding ordinance, and then, it is to be hoped, there will be a reformation in other instances also.

In the account we had of Hezekiah's passover the great zeal of the people was observable, and the transport of devout affection that
they were in; but little of the same spirit appears here. It was more in compliance with the king that they all kept the passover (v. 17,
18) than from any great inclination they had to it themselves. Some pride they took in this form of godliness, but little pleasure in the
power of it. But, whatever defect there was among the people in the spirit of the duty, both the magistrates and the ministers did their
part and took care that the external part of the service should be performed with due solemnity.

I. The king exhorted and directed, quickened and encouraged, the priests and Levites to do their office in this solemnity. Perhaps he
saw them remiss and indifferent, unwilling to go out of their road or mend their pace. If ministers are so, it is not amiss for any, but
most proper for magistrates, to stir them up to their business. Say to Archippus, Take heed to thy ministry, Col. 4:17. Let us see how
this good king managed his clergy upon this occasion. 1. He reduced them to the office they were appointed to by the law of Moses
(v. 6) and the order they were put into by David and Solomon, v. 4. He set them in their charge, v. 2. He did not cut them out new
work, nor put them into any new method, but called them back to their institution. Their courses were settled in writing; let them have
recourse to that writing, and marshal themselves according to the divisions of their families, v. 5. Our rule is settled in the written
word; let magistrates take care that ministers walk according to that rule and they do their duty. 2. He ordered the ark to be put in its
place. It should seem, it had of late been displaced, either by the wicked kings, to make room for their idols in the most holy place, or
by Hezekiah, to make room for the workmen that repaired the temple. However it was, Josiah bids the Levites put the ark in the
house (v. 3), and not carry it about from place to place, as perhaps of late they had done, justifying themselves therein by the
practice before the temple was built. Now that the priests were discharged from this burden of the ark they must be careful in other
services about it. 3. He charged them to serve God and his people Israel, v. 3. Ministers must look upon themselves as servants
both to Christ and to his church for his sake, 2 Co. 4:5. They must take care, and take pains, and lay out themselves to the utmost,
(1.) For the glory and honour of God, and to advance the interests of his kingdom among men. Paul, a servant of God, Tit. 1:1. (2.)
For the welfare and benefit of his people, not as having dominion over their faith, but as helpers of their holiness and joy; and there
will be no difficulty, in the strength of God, in honestly serving these two masters. 4. He charged them to sanctify themselves, and
prepare their brethren, v. 6. Ministers' work must begin at home, and they must sanctify themselves in the first place, purify
themselves from sin, sequester themselves from the world, and devote themselves to God. But it must not end there; they must do
what they can to prepare their brethren by admonishing, instructing, exhorting, quickening, and comforting, them. The preparation of
the heart is indeed from the Lord; but ministers must be instruments in his hand. 5. He encouraged them to the service, v. 2. He
spoke comfortably to them, as Hezekiah did, ch. 30:22. He promised them his countenance. Note, Those whom we charge we
should encourage. Most people love to be commended, and will be wrought upon by encouragements more than by threats.

II. The king and the princes, influenced by his example, gave liberally for the bearing of the charges of this passover. The
ceremonial services were expensive, which perhaps was one reason why they had been neglected. People had not zeal enough to
be at the charge of them; nor were they now very fond of them, for that reason, and therefore, 1. Josiah, at his own proper cost,
furnished the congregation with paschal lambs, and other sacrifices, to be offered during the seven days of the feast. He allowed out
of his own estate 30,000 lambs for passover offerings, which the offerers were to feast upon, and 3000 bullocks (v. 7) to be offered
during the following seven days. Note, Those who are serious in religion should, when they persuade others to do that which is
good, make it as cheap and easy to them as may be. And where God sows plentifully he expects to reap accordingly. It is to be
feared that the congregation generally had not come provided; so that, if Josiah had not furnished them, the work of God must have
stood still. 2. The chief of the priests, who were men of great estates, contributed towards the priests' charges, as Josiah did
towards the people's. The princes (v. 8), that is, the chief of the priests, the princes of the holy tribe, rulers of the house of God, bore
the priests' charges. And some of the rich and great men of the Levites furnished them also with cattle, both great and small, for
offerings, v. 9. For, as to those that sincerely desire to be found in the way of their duty, Providence sometimes raises up friends to
bear them out in it, beyond what they could have expected.

III. The priests and Levites performed their office very readily, v. 10. They killed the paschal lambs in the court of the temple, the
priests sprinkled the blood upon the altar, the Levites flayed them, and then gave the flesh to the people according to their families
(v. 11, 12), not fewer than ten, nor more than twenty, to a lamb. They took it to their several apartments, roasted it, and ate it



according to the ordinance, v. 13. As for the other sacrifices that were eucharistical, the flesh of them was boiled according to the
law of the peace-offerings and was divided speedily among the people, that they might feast upon it as a token of their joy in the
atonement made and their reconciliation to God thereby. And, lastly, The priests and Levites took care to honour God by eating of
the passover themselves, v. 14. Let not ministers think that the care they take for the souls of others will excuse their neglect of their
own, or that being employed so much in public worship will supersede the religious exercises of their closets and families. The
Levites here mace ready for themselves and for the priests, because the priests were wholly taken up all day in the service of the
altar; therefore, that they might not have their lamb to dress when they should eat it, the Levites got it ready for them against supper
time. Let ministers learn hence to help one another, and to forward one another's work, as brethren, and fellow-servants of the same
Master.

IV. The singers and porters attended in their places, and did their office, v. 15. The singers with their sacred songs and music
expressed and excited the joy of the congregation, and made the service very pleasant to them; and the porters at the gates took
care that there should be no breaking in of any thing to defile or disquiet the assembly, nor going out of any from it, that none should
steal away till the service was done. While they were thus employed their brethren the Levites prepared paschal lambs for them.

V. The whole solemnity was performed with great exactness, according to the law (v. 16, 17), and, upon that account, there was
none like it since Samuel's time (v. 18), for in Hezekiah's passover there were several irregularities. And bishop Patrick observes that
in this also it exceeded the other passovers which the preceding kings had kept, that though Josiah was by no means so rich as
David, and Solomon, and Jehoshaphat, yet he furnished the whole congregation with beasts for sacrifice, both paschal and
eucharistical, at his own proper cost and charge, which was more than any king ever did before him.

C H Spurgeon - Cheer up, my comrades

The smallest slight chafes those who are over-sensitive. They murmur, ‘I do my best, and nobody thanks me.’ You think yourself a
martyr and complain that you are misrepresented. Be it so; that was your Master’s lot and it is the lot of all his servants. This is a
cross we must all carry, or we shall never wear the crown. Do you fancy that this is a new experience? Look at Joseph. His brethren
could not bear him, and yet it was he that saved the family and fed them in time of famine. Look at David. His brothers asked why he
had left the charge of the sheep to come down to the battle, suspecting that the pride of his heart had brought him among the
soldiers and standards. Yet nobody could bring back Goliath’s head but that young David. Take a lesson from the ruddy hero; take
no notice of what your brethren say about you. Go and bring back the giant’s head. A good adventure is the best answer to evil
accusations. If you are serving the Master let their scandal stir you up to more self-consecration. If they cry out against you as too
forward, serve the Lord with more vigour, and you will antidote the venom of their tongues. Did you enter into Christ’s work in order to
be honoured among men? Then retire from it, for you came with a bad motive. But if you enlisted purely to bring honour to him and
to win his smile, what more do you want? Be not disheartened because you are not applauded; to be kept in the rear rank is often
necessary to future eminence. If you take a man, put him in front, pat him on the back and say, ‘What a great man he is’, he will
make a false step before long, and there will be an end of your hero; but when a man is brought forward by God, he is often one
whom everybody criticises, finds fault with and declaims as an impostor, but the banter he is exposed to serves as ballast for his
mind. When he has success he will not be spoiled with conceit, for the grace of God will make him bow with gratitude.

2 Chronicles 35:2 He set the priests in their offices and encouraged them in the service of the house of the LORD.

charges (KJV): 2Ch 23:8,18 31:2 Nu 18:5-7 1Ch 24:1-31 Ezr 6:18 
encouraged (KJV): 2Ch 29:5-11 31:2 1Ch 22:19 

He set the priests in their offices and encouraged them in the service of the house of the LORD.

C. H. Spurgeon: Cheer up, my comrades The first thing is to get every man into his proper place; the next thing is for every man to
have a good spirit in his present place so as to occupy it worthily. At this time it shall not be my business to arrange you, but
assuming that it is well for you to keep where you are, my object shall be to encourage you to do your work for the Lord without
being cast down. I will speak--

‘And Josiah set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the service of the house of the LORD.’ 2
Chronicles 35:2

I. To those who think they can do nothing.

II. To workers who are laid aside.

III. To those who are much discouraged because they have but small talent.

https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/cheer-up-my-comrades-2/


2 Chronicles 35:3 He also said to the Levites who taught all Israel and who were holy to the LORD, “Put the holy ark in the
house which Solomon the son of David king of Israel built; it will be a burden on your shoulders no longer. Now serve the
LORD your God and His people Israel.

the Levites (KJV): 2Ch 17:8,9 30:22 De 33:10 Ne 8:7,8 Mal 2:7 
Put (KJV): 2Ch 8:11 34:14 
in the house (KJV): 2Ch 5:7 
not be (KJV): Nu 4:15-49 1Ch 23:26 
serve now (KJV): Nu 8:19 16:9,10 2Co 4:5 

He also said to the Levites who taught all Israel and who were holy to the LORD, “Put the holy ark in the house which
Solomon the son of David king of Israel built; it will be a burden on your shoulders no longer. Now serve the LORD your
God and His people Israel.

2 Chronicles 35:4 “Prepare yourselves by your fathers’ households in your divisions, according to the writing of David king
of Israel and according to the writing of his son Solomon.

the houses (KJV): 1Ch 9:10-34 Ne 11:10-20 
after your courses (KJV): The regulations formed by David, and established by Solomon, concerning the courses of the priests
and Levites, were committed to writing, and preserved, for them to refer to continually.  Josiah, as well as Hezekiah, required
the priests and Levites to attend to their several duties, and encouraged them therein, but he neither added, altered, not
retrenched anything:  he merely enforced what had been established in the law, and in the regulations made by David and the
contemporary prophets:  "the commandment of the king....was by the word of the Lord." 1Ch 23:1-26:32 
and according (KJV): 2Ch 8:14 

Prepare yourselves by your fathers’ households in your divisions, according to the writing of David king of Israel and
according to the writing of his son Solomon.

F B Meyer -  Chronicles 35:4, 6, 10, 14, 15, 16   Prepare.

No great court function can be carried through successfully, without careful preparation. And Josiah’s passover was so vast and rare
a success because of the large amount of previous preparation, as is described in this chapter. The priests and Levites were
prepared by careful washings and ceremonial rites. The course of the sacrifices was ordered according to the law of Moses. The
routine of sacred song and praise was also provided for. Nothing was left to haphazard or chance.

We are taught to rely on the promptings and inspirations of the Holy Spirit; and it is certain that He would use us more on special
errands, if we were to trust and obey Him better. But these extraordinary ministries should not lead us to a life of haphazard. We
should prepare ourselves for service so far as we may, laying our plans, anticipating the calls and exigencies of coming days, and
preparing for the demand which almost certainly will be made on us. We may have to give our special words and addresses and
arrangements to the winds; but we shall always need that preparedness of heart which is necessary for those who are to be used of
God.

Remember what is said of the vessels that were purged from uncleanness, sanctified, meet for the Master’s use, and prepared unto
every good work. Be always in your own place, clean so far as you can be, filled with the Holy Ghost, with the handle of your life
turned toward the Master’s hand, that at any moment He may take hold of you, and use you for His holy service. By the diligent
study of His Word, as well as by earnest prayer and waiting upon God, you will be prepared to do His will.

2 Chronicles 35:5 “Moreover, stand in the holy place according to the sections of the fathers’ households of your brethren

IV. To workers who are under great difficulties.

V. To those who are not appreciated.

VI. To those who are discouraged because they have had so little success.



the lay people, and according to the Levites, by division of a father’s household.

And stand (KJV): Ps 134:1 135:2 
families of the fathers (KJV): Heb. house of the fathers
people (KJV): Heb. sons of the people.

“Moreover, stand in the holy place according to the sections of the fathers’ households of your brethren the lay people,
and according to the Levites, by division of a father’s household.

2 Chronicles 35:6 “Now slaughter the Passover animals, sanctify yourselves and prepare for your brethren to do according
to the word of the LORD by Moses.”  

So kill (KJV): 2Ch 30:15-17 Ex 12:6,21,22 Ezr 6:20,21 
sanctify (KJV): 2Ch 29:5,15,34 30:3,15-19 Ge 35:2 Ex 19:10,15 Nu 19:11-20 Job 1:5 Ps 51:7 Joe 2:16 Heb 9:13,14 

Now slaughter the Passover animals, sanctify yourselves and prepare for your brethren to do according to the word of the
LORD by Moses.”  

Raymond Dillard: Though the Passover animal was ordinarily slaughtered by the lay offerer (Deut 16:5–6; Exod 12:3–6, 21), the
Chronicler understands that Josiah continued the practice of slaughter by the Levites as begun under Hezekiah (see Comment at
30:13–20). Under Hezekiah this practice was explained as exigency due to the ritual impurity of some participants; the practice has
either become normalized by the time of Josiah (Rudolph, 325; C-M, 513; Myers, 212), or we are invited to infer a further exigency,
perhaps the sheer number of participants (35:14, 18).

2 Chronicles 35:7 Josiah contributed to the lay people, to all who were present, flocks of lambs and young goats, all for the
Passover offerings, numbering 30,000 plus 3,000 bulls; these were from the king’s possessions.

Josiah (KJV): 2Ch 7:8-10 30:24 Isa 32:8 Eze 45:17 
gave (KJV): Heb. offered, 1Ki 8:63 
thirty thousand (KJV): According to the calculation, that not fewer than ten, nor more than twenty persons, were to join for one
kid or lamb, the numbers given on this occasion would suffice for above 400,000 persons.
the king's substance (KJV): 1Ki 8:63 1Ch 29:3 

Josiah contributed to the lay people, to all who were present, flocks of lambs and young goats, all for the Passover
offerings, numbering 30,000 plus 3,000 bulls; these were from the king’s possessions.

Frederick Mabie: The “voluntary’ contributions of Passover offerings and more made by the king, royal officials, the high priest,
temple administrators, and Levitical leaders reflect both the imagery of generosity as well as that of unity and fellowship enjoyed
through the sharing of sacrificial meals and communion offerings. The massive amount of offerings and the efforts to account for a
large number of those in Judah as well as Israel no doubt play into the summary remark that the Passover had not been celebrated
like this before (v. 18). These numbers are about double the offerings noted in conjunction with Hezekiah’s Passover celebration (cf.
30:24), but they pale in comparison to Solomon’s temple-dedication offerings (cf. 7:5).

2 Chronicles 35:8 His officers also contributed a freewill offering to the people, the priests and the Levites. Hilkiah and
Zechariah and Jehiel, the officials of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings 2,600 from the flocks
and 300 bulls.

his princes (KJV): 2Ch 29:31-33 1Ch 29:6-9,17 Ezr 1:6 2:68,69 7:16 8:25-35 Ne 7:70-72 Ps 45:12 Ac 2:44,45 4:34,35 
gave (KJV): Heb. offered
willingly (KJV): 2Co 8:12 9:7 
Hilkiah (KJV): 2Ch 34:14-20 
rulers (KJV): 1Ch 9:20 24:4,5 Jer 29:25,26 Ac 4:1 5:26 



His officers also contributed a freewill offering to the people, the priests and the Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel,
the officials of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings 2,600 from the flocks and 300 bulls.

Raymond Dillard: The same names occur in 31:12–13 for Levites who were active during Hezekiah’s reign; these individuals
having those names during Josiah’s reign (35:9) were probably the grandsons of those mentioned earlier, a fact providing evidence
for the practice of papponymy in monarchic Israel.

Andrew Hill: The royal “officials” are probably members of Josiah’s “cabinet,” including princes and appointees to posts such as the
recorder, secretary, chief of staff over the army, and advisers (cf. the list of David’s officials, 2 Sam. 8:15-18). The temple
administrators are senior priests in charge of the Levitical divisions and the musical and service guilds.

Peter Wallace: In the Law, it appears that each family was supposed to bring its own lamb, but by Josiah’s day, it is clear that the
king and his officials are providing the sacrifices. The bulls would be for burnt offerings and peace offerings The lambs, of course,
would be for the Passover itself – one lamb per household (although small households could share). If Josiah contributed 30,000
lambs and young goats, and the officers and chiefs contributed 7,600, that would suggest that around 37,600 households were
present for the Passover. Since “best guess” estimates for the whole population of Judah at this time would be around 300,000 –
these numbers may well be exactly on target, since not everyone from the whole country would be there – and they would have
some extras from around Israel.

2 Chronicles 35:9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the
officers of the Levites, contributed to the Levites for the Passover offerings 5,000 from the flocks and 500 bulls.  

gave (KJV): Heb. offered, Isa 1:10-15 Jer 3:10 7:21-28 Mic 6:6-8 

Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the officers of the Levites,
contributed to the Levites for the Passover offerings 5,000 from the flocks and 500 bulls.  

2 Chronicles 35:10 So the service was prepared, and the priests stood at their stations and the Levites by their divisions
according to the king’s command.

the priests (KJV): 2Ch 35:4,5 30:16 Ezr 6:18 

So the service was prepared, and the priests stood at their stations and the Levites by their divisions according to the
king’s command.

Raymond Dillard: For a time the temple would have become a slaughterhouse, a stream of celebrants coming to receive animals
for use in their observances. After the animals were slain and skinned, the Levites removed those portions used as burnt offerings
and gave them to the family representatives who would present them to the priests for the burning. Details of this ritual are not
prescribed in legislation pertaining to Passover; rather, the appeal to what was “written in the book of Moses” (35:12) probably
pertains to provisions for fellowship offerings, the fat portions of which were burned on the altar (Lev 3:6–16); the burnt offerings and
fat offerings (35:14) may refer to the same thing (Keil, 502; Williamson, 407).

2 Chronicles 35:11 They slaughtered the Passover animals, and while the priests sprinkled the blood received from their
hand, the Levites skinned them.

the priests (KJV): 2Ch 29:22-24 30:16 Lev 1:5,6 Nu 18:3,7 Heb 9:21,22 
flayed them (KJV): 2Ch 29:34 

They slaughtered the Passover animals, and while the priests sprinkled the blood received from their hand, the Levites
skinned them.

2 Chronicles 35:12 Then they removed the burnt offerings that they might give them to the sections of the fathers’



households of the lay people to present to the LORD, as it is written in the book of Moses. They did this also with the bulls.

as it is written (KJV): Lev 3:3,5,9-11,14-16 

Then they removed the burnt offerings that they might give them to the sections of the fathers’ households of the lay
people to present to the LORD, as it is written in the book of Moses. They did this also with the bulls.

2 Chronicles 35:13 So they roasted the Passover animals on the fire according to the ordinance, and they boiled the holy
things in pots, in kettles, in pans, and carried them speedily to all the lay people.

roasted (KJV): Ex 12:8,9 De 16:7 Ps 22:14 La 1:12,13 
sod (KJV): Lev 6:28 Nu 6:19 1Sa 2:13-15 
divided them speedily (KJV): Heb. made them run, Ro 12:11 

So they roasted the Passover animals on the fire according to the ordinance, and they boiled the holy things in pots, in
kettles, in pans, and carried them speedily to all the lay people.

Iain Duguid: most detail relates to the Levites, who acted on behalf of the people in the flaying, cooking, and distributing (vv. 11c,
12–14a, 14c–15). The two aspects of the ceremony can be seen in the sacrificing on the altar (vv. 11–12, 16) and the meal (vv. 13–
15).

Andrew Hill: The term “roasted” (bsl, 35:13a) is a general word for cooking food either by boiling or by roasting. The original
Passover meal was cooked by roasting (Ex. 12:8; Deut. 16:7). Certain other types of offerings included in fellowship meals were
boiled in clay pots (e.g., Ex. 29:31; Lev. 6:28). It seems the Passover celebration combined both types of cooked food offerings.

J.A. Thompson: There is a note of selflessness here. After all the people had been attended to, the Levites could provide for
themselves and for the priests. The enormity of the task for the priests is demonstrated by the fact that they were sacrificing the
burnt offerings and the fat portions till nightfall.

2 Chronicles 35:14 Afterwards they prepared for themselves and for the priests, because the priests, the sons of Aaron,
were offering the burnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore the Levites prepared for themselves and for the priests,
the sons of Aaron.

because the priests (KJV): Ac 6:2-4 

Afterwards they prepared for themselves and for the priests, because the priests, the sons of Aaron, were offering the
burnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore the Levites prepared for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron.

2 Chronicles 35:15 The singers, the sons of Asaph, were also at their stations according to the command of David, Asaph,
Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and the gatekeepers at each gate did not have to depart from their service, because
the Levites their brethren prepared for them.  

according (KJV): 2Ch 29:25,26 1Ch 16:41,42 23:5 25:1-7 Ps 77:1 78:1 79:1 *titles
the porters (KJV): 1Ch 9:17-19 26:14-19 

The singers, the sons of Asaph, were also at their stations according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and
Jeduthun the king’s seer; and the gatekeepers at each gate did not have to depart from their service, because the Levites
their brethren prepared for them.  

2 Chronicles 35:16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared on that day to celebrate the Passover, and to offer burnt
offerings on the altar of the LORD according to the command of King Josiah.



So all the service of the LORD was prepared on that day to celebrate the Passover, and to offer burnt offerings on the altar
of the LORD according to the command of King Josiah.

2 Chronicles 35:17 Thus the sons of Israel who were present celebrated the Passover at that time, and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread seven days.

present (KJV): Heb. found
the feast (KJV): 2Ch 30:21-23 Ex 12:15-20 13:6,7 23:15 34:18 Lev 23:5-8 Nu 28:16-25 De 16:3,4,8 1Co 5:7,8 

Thus the sons of Israel who were present celebrated the Passover at that time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven
days.

David Guzik: This Passover was remarkable for several reasons.

It was remarkable in the magnitude of its celebration, including even the remnant of the north who came to celebrate it in
Jerusalem. “‘All Judah and Israel’ includes people from north and south, implying a larger attendance than at Hezekiah’s
Passover (cf. 2 Chronicles 30:25).” (Selman)
It was remarkable in its strict obedience to the Law of Moses
It was remarkable in the way it shined amidst these dark years in Judah’s history.

2 Chronicles 35:18 There had not been celebrated a Passover like it in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet; nor had
any of the kings of Israel celebrated such a Passover as Josiah did with the priests, the Levites, all Judah and Israel who
were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

there was no passover (KJV): Not one on purer principles, more heartily joined in by the people present, more literally or
exactly consecrated, according to the law, or more religiously observed.  The words do not refer to the number present, but to
the manner and spirit. 2Ch 30:5 2Ki 23:21-23 
neither did (KJV): 2Ch 30:26,27 

There had not been celebrated a Passover like it in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet; nor had any of the kings of
Israel celebrated such a Passover as Josiah did with the priests, the Levites, all Judah and Israel who were present, and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 35:19 In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign this Passover was celebrated.

In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign this Passover was celebrated.

Morris - This uniquely great Passover (see previous verse), plus the repairs of the temple, the rediscovery and reading of the
Scriptures, and the purging of the pagan practices of the land were apparently all accomplished during Josiah's eighteenth year as
king, when he was only twenty-six years old (2 Chronicles 34:8). That was truly a momentous year, but it could not prevent the
coming judgment of God (2 Chronicles 34:24-25) on the land and its people. Although the reforms were extensive and Josiah's
efforts sincere, they seem to have been only superficial and did not take root. With Josiah's death thirteen years later, the people
soon returned to their pagan ways.
 

2 Chronicles 35:20 After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Neco king of Egypt came up to make war at
Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to engage him. 

temple (KJV): Heb. house
Necho (KJV): Pharaoh, the lame, says the Targumist. 2Ki 23:29,30, Pharaoh-necho, Jer 46:2-12 
Charchemish (KJV): Isa 10:9 



After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Neco king of Egypt came up to make war at Carchemish on the
Euphrates, and Josiah went out to engage him

Believer's Study Bible - Carchemish by the (upper) Euphrates was an extremely strategic and important city at that time. It was
located about 50 miles due west of Haran. Sargon II (722-705 B.C.) captured Carchemish for Assyria in 717 B.C. During the
declining years of the Assyrian Empire, following the fall of Nineveh (612 B.C.) to the combined forces of the Neo-Babylonian and
Median Empires, Ashur-uballit II (612-609 B.C.) of Assyria and Necho II (609-594 B.C.) of Egypt joined in an attempt to reconquer
Haran, which had been abandoned in 610 B.C. Although Necho's expedition to rescue Haran was unsuccessful, he was able to
conquer all of Syria and Palestine and to hold the important city of Carchemish on the Euphrates. During this campaign, Josiah's
attempt to intercept the forces at Megiddo led to his death. Four years later, in May or June of 605 B.C., the epoch-making second
battle of Carchemish resulted in Nebuchadnezzar's (605-562 B.C.) defeat of the combined armies of Assyria and Egypt (cf. Jer. 46:1-
12). Necho had removed Jehoahaz, Josiah's son, from the throne and placed his brother Eliakim (Jehoiakim) on the throne of Judah
when he took Jehoahaz captive into Egypt. In this period, Jehoiakim shifted his alliance from Necho II of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon. Following a fierce battle at the Egyptian border in which the Babylonians suffered a temporary defeat (601 B.C.),
Jehoiakim made a strategic blunder when he rebelled against Babylon during the last years of his reign over Judah (609-597 B.C.).
In March of 597 B.C., Jerusalem made its first capitulation to Nebuchadnezzar, when Jehoiachin was taken captive and some of the
temple treasures were removed to Babylon (cf. 36:6, 7; 2 Kin. 24:1-4; Jer. 22:13-19; 25:1-9; Dan. 1:1; Hab. 1:6). In July, 586 B.C.,
Jerusalem fell to the Neo-Babylonian Empire (cf. 36:15-21).

G. Campbell Morgan: Josiah was in sin because his attack against Egypt was in support of the Assyrian Empire, and he had no
business supporting the Assyrian Empire. The only reason for doing so must have been some supposed political advantage. Against
that kind of action the prophets were constantly warning the kings. A word claiming to be from God, forbidding what was already
forbidden, had a weight of moral appeal almost amounting to certainty.

Matthew Henry Notes: Verses: 20-27

It was thirteen years from Josiah's famous passover to his death. During this time, we may hope, thing went well in his kingdom, that
he prospered, and religion flourished; yet we are not entertained with the pleasing account of those years, but they are passed over
in silence, because the people, for all this, were not turned from the love of their sins nor God from the fierceness of his anger. The
next news therefore we hear of Josiah is that he is cut off in the midst of his days and usefulness, before he is full forty years old. We
had this sad story, 2 Ki. 23:29, 30. Here it is somewhat more largely related. That appears here, more than did there, which reflects
such blame on Josiah and such praise on the people as one would not have expected.

I. Josiah was a very good prince, yet he was much to be blamed for his rashness and presumption in going out to war against the
king of Egypt without cause or call. It was bad enough, as it appeared in the Kings, that he meddled with strife which belonged not
to him. But here it looks worse; for, it seems, the king of Egypt sent ambassadors to him, to warn him against this enterprise, v. 21.

1. The king of Egypt argued with Josiah, (1.) From principles of justice. He professed that he had no desire to do him any hurt, and
therefore it was unfair, against common equity and the law of nations, for Josiah to take up arms against him. If even a righteous
man engage in an unrighteous cause, let him not expect to prosper. God is no respecter of persons. See Prov. 3:30; 25:8. (2.) From
principles of religion: "God is with me; nay, He commanded me to make haste, and therefore, if thou retard my motions, thou
meddlest with God.'' It cannot be that the king of Egypt only pretended this (as Sennacherib did in a like case, 2 Ki. 18:25), hoping
thereby to make Josiah desist, because he knew he had a veneration for the word of God; for it is said here (v. 22) that the words of
Necho were from the mouth of God. We must therefore suppose that either by a dream, or by a strong impulse upon his spirit which
he had reason to think was from God, or by Jeremiah or some other prophet, he had ordered him to make war upon the king of
Assyria. (3.) From principles of policy: "That he destroy thee not; it is at thy peril if thou engage against one that has not only a better
army and a better cause, but God on his side.''

2. It was not in wrath to Josiah, whose heart was upright with the Lord his God, but in wrath to a hypocritical nation, who were
unworthy of so good a king, that he was so far infatuated as not to hearken to these fair reasonings and desist from his enterprise.
He would not turn his face from him, but went in person and fought the Egyptian army in the valley of Megiddo, v. 22. If perhaps he
could not believe that the king of Egypt had a command from God to do what he did, yet, upon his pleading such a command, he
ought to have consulted the oracles of God before he went out against him. His not doing that was his great fault, and of fatal
consequence. In this matter he walked not in the ways of David his father; for, had it been his case, he would have enquired of the
Lord, Shall I go up? Wilt thou deliver them into my hands? How can we think to prosper in our ways if we do not acknowledge God in
them?

II. The people were a very wicked people, yet they were much to be commended for lamenting the death of Josiah as they did. That
Jeremiah lamented him I do not wonder; he was the weeping prophet, and plainly foresaw the utter ruin of his country following upon



the death of this good king. But it is strange to find that all Judah and Jerusalem, that stupid senseless people, mourned for him (v.
24), contrived how to have their mourning excited by singing men and singing women, how to have it spread through the kingdom
(they made an ordinance in Israel that the mournful ditties penned on this sad occasion should be learned and sung by all sorts of
people), and also how to have the remembrance of it perpetuated: these elegies were inserted in the collections of state poems;
they are written in the Lamentations. Hereby it appeared, 1. That they had some respect to their good prince, and that, though they
did not cordially comply with him in all his good designs, they could not but greatly honour him. Pious useful men will be manifested
in the consciences even of those that will not be influenced by their example; and many that will not submit to the rules of serious
godliness themselves yet cannot but give it their good word and esteem it in others. Perhaps those lamented Josiah when he was
dead that were not thankful to God for him while he lived. The Israelites murmured at Moses and Aaron while they were with them
and spoke sometimes of stoning them, and yet, when they died, they mourned for them many days. We are often taught to value
mercies by the loss of them which, when we enjoyed them, we did not prize as we ought. 2. That they had some sense of their own
danger now that he was gone. Jeremiah told them, it is likely, of the evil they might now expect to come upon them, from which he
was taken away; and so far they credited what he said that they lamented the death of him that was their defence. Note, Many will
more easily be persuaded to lament the miseries that are coming upon them than to take the proper way by universal reformation to
prevent them, will shed tears for their troubles, but will not be prevailed upon to part with their sins. But godly sorrow worketh
repentance and that repentance will be to salvation.

2 Chronicles 35:21 But Neco sent messengers to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, O King of Judah? I am
not coming against you today but against the house with which I am at war, and God has ordered me to hurry. Stop for
your own sake from interfering with God who is with me, so that He will not destroy you.”

What (KJV): 2Sa 16:10 Mt 8:29 Joh 2:4 
house wherewith I have war (KJV): Heb. house of my war
God (KJV): 2Ki 18:25 Isa 36:10 
forbear thee (KJV): 2Ch 25:19 

But Neco sent messengers to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, O King of Judah? I am not coming against
you today but against the house with which I am at war, and God has ordered me to hurry. Stop for your own sake from
interfering with God who is with me, so that He will not destroy you.”

Andrew Hill: Pharaoh Neco indicates he has no quarrel with Josiah or Judah; he simply wants a right of way through Judah so he
can show loyalty to his Assyrian ally (35:21). The Megiddo pass lies on the international coastal highway, an ancient trade route
connecting Egypt with Syria, northern Mesopotamia, and Anatolia. The site of Megiddo guards this bottleneck on the route through
the Mount Carmel foothills. To meet up with the Assyrians at Carchemish, Neco must move his army through the Megiddo pass. It is
at this strategic location that Josiah (foolishly) chooses to intercept Pharaoh Neco and the Egyptian army.

Mark Boda: Neco’s speech signals a key shift in the Chronicler’s account. After this point, foreign emperors would control the
political agenda of Judah, and various foreign emperors (the Egyptian Neco, the Babylonian Nebuchadnezzar, and the Persian
Cyrus) will be identified as agents of Yahweh, either performing actions for Yahweh or speaking in his name. Josiah’s death signals
the death of the independent kingdom and the beginning of exile among the nations (Johnstone 1997:2.260).

2 Chronicles 35:22 However, Josiah would not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to make war with him;
nor did he listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to make war on the plain of Megiddo.

Nevertheless (KJV): Josiah's conduct in this affair has been treated with great severity; and he has been charged with
engaging rashly in an unjust war, and disregarding the express command of God.  But Scripture no where condemns him; and
Pharaoh, in marching through Josiah's territories, against his will, certainly committed an act of hostility.  It is evident that
Josiah was in possession of the whole land of Israel (ch. 26:6); and probably he held the northern parts of it as a grant from
the king of Babylon; and was not only in alliance with him, but bound to guard his frontiers against hostile invaders.  He may,
therefore, be fairly justified from the charge of unjustly meddling in a war that did not belong him.  It is true the ambassadors
assured Josiah, that "God had commanded Pharaoh to make haste;" and he is therefore said not to have "hearkened to the
words of Necho, from the mouth of God." But Necho produced no proof that he was a prophet of Jehovah; and the word he
employed, {elohim,} may denote gods or idols; and critics have noticed that the expression, "from the mouth of God," is not
used when the true God is meant.



but disguised (KJV): 2Ch 18:29 1Ki 14:2 22:30,34 
the mouth (KJV): 2Ch 35:21 18:4-6 Jos 9:14 
Megiddo (KJV): Judges 5:19 2Ki 9:27 23:30 Zec 12:11, Megiddon, Rev 16:16, Armageddon

However, Josiah would not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to make war with him; nor did he listen to
the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to make war on the plain of Megiddo.

Iain Duguid: Neco claimed that his advance was because “God has commanded me,” and so Josiah’s action would be “opposing
God.” We are not told how, but we must assume that in some way through God’s Spirit Josiah recognized that these words were
“from the mouth of God”—but “he did not listen” (2 Chron. 35:22b). Ironically, his attempt to foil Neco (and God’s word) by “disguise”
and the manner of his resulting death match those of syncretistic Ahab of Israel (18:29–34). Nevertheless, he was buried with “his
fathers” in Jerusalem, which was still at peace (cf. Huldah’s word; 34:28).

John MacArthur: The details of Josiah’s tragic death are given. When compared with the account in 2Ki 23:28-30, the events
become clearer. Toward the end of Josiah’s reign, the Egyptian Pharaoh Neco (ca. 609-594 B.C.) set out on a military expedition to
aid the king of Assyria in a war at Carchemish, Assyria’s latest capital, 250 mi. NE of Damascus on the bank of the Euphrates River.
Fearing such an alliance would present future danger to Israel, Josiah decided to intercept Pharaoh Neco’s army and fight to protect
his nation. Coming from Egypt, likely by ship to Acco, a northern seaport in Israel, and by land up the coastal plain of Israel, the
Egyptian army had landed and proceeded E to the plain of Megiddo (v. 22) i.e., Jezreel on the plain of Esdraelon. This was the most
direct way to Carchemish. There Josiah met him for battle and was wounded by an arrow. He made it back to Jerusalem (60 mi. S),
where he died.

G Campbell Morgan - -2 Chr 35.22.
This is one of those arresting illustrations which we find in the Old Testament Scriptures, of the fact that the nations and kings
outside the people of the Theocracy were under the government of God, and in some sense at times conscious of the fact. These
words of the chronicler constitute a simple statement, which admits the accuracy of what Neco had himself claimed in the message
he sent to Josiah by ambassadors, when he said: "God hath commanded me to make haste; forbear then from meddling with God,
Who is with me, that He destroy thee not." The fact that Josiah did not hearken to this message, cost him his life. Such a story must,
to say the least, give us pause, and make us enquire as to how far we are ever justified in refusing to consider a word which is
claimed as a Divine message, even when it comes from sources from which we should least expect to receive it. It may with reason
be asked: How are we to know whether that which claims Divine authority has any right to make the claim? So far as this story is
concerned, the answer is plain. Josiah had no right of any sort to be helping the king of Assyria. The only reason for doing so must
have been some supposed political advantage. Against that kind of action the prophets were constantly warning the kings. A word
claiming to be from God, forbidding what was already forbidden, had a weight of moral appeal almost amounting to certainty. Thus
may we, too, test such messages. If they contradict Divine revelation, we may rest assured the claim is false. If they agree, we do
well to heed to them, for God may speak in many and unexpected ways.

Walter Kaiser - Hard Sayings of the Bible - 35:22  Pharaoh Neco Spoke at God’s Command?

Few incidents in the life of Israel and Judah are as sad as this episode. Rarely had one of the nation’s monarchs so genuinely
desired to serve God. Even as Josiah began his reign at the tender age of eight, he had purposed to walk in the ways of David and
not in the ways of his evil father, Amon, and grandfather, Manasseh.

It was Josiah who had started the great reforms in Judah. These were followed by the discovery of the Book of the Law when the
temple was cleaned in the eighteenth year of his reign, 621 B.C. When at age twenty-six Josiah first had the law of God read to him,
he tore his robes in grief and true repentance before God. Here was one of history’s great men. His heart was responsive to God,
and he did not hesitate to humble himself before God (2 Chron 34:27).

But in 609 B.C., when this king with all his potential for furthering the kingdom of God was only thirty-nine, he was struck down by
one giant act of foolish disobedience.

In 2 Kings 23:25–37 the catastrophe is partially explained: Even though Josiah had followed the Lord with all his heart, soul and
strength and had obeyed the law of Moses so that there was no king like him, yet God did not turn from his great wrath against
Judah. God would still destroy Judah because of King Manasseh’s sins and the superficial repentance of the people. Such an
explanation softens the blow of the pending tragedy.

In the Chronicles account, however, no such didactic connection was included. Instead, Josiah’s godly obedience alone introduces
the tragic episode: “After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order” (2 Chron 35:20). This would seem to stress that Josiah
was devoted to the temple right up to the end of his life.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d06dc141cfbfe00012dce8a/t/5fd18cbffec2791e31005576/1607568581982/Hard_Sayings_Of_The_Bible.pdf


The scene for Josiah’s end was now set. The Assyrian king Asshur-uballit had established a new capital at Carchemish in 610 B.C.
The Egyptians were interested in helping the Assyrians, for they feared that the emerging fortunes of the Babylonians would upset
the balance of power in the Near East. Thus in the summer of 609 B.C. a great Egyptian army moved up the Palestinian coast to
join the Assyrians in a great counteroffensive.

A phrase in 2 Kings 23:29 sometimes translated “Neco went up against the king of Assyria” is better translated as “Neco went up on
behalf of the king of Assyria, to the river Euphrates.” When translated accurately, this verse illuminates Josiah’s reason for fighting
Neco.

Josiah viewed Neco’s advance as a menace to his own designs for a reunited Hebrew state. Josiah thought that any friend of the
hated Assyrians must be his enemy. Therefore he boldly disregarded all prophetic warnings to the contrary and directly intervened,
trying to block the Egyptian army from joining the Assyrians.

Amazingly enough, in this case the prophetic warnings do not come from one of Israel’s traditional prophets but from a pagan
Pharaoh who warns Josiah to halt his attempt to meddle with his mission. Neco claimed that “God has told me to hurry; so stop
opposing God, who is with me, or he will destroy you” (2 Chron 35:21).

Then follow the mournful yet amazing words of the inspired writer: “Josiah, however, would not turn away from him, but disguised
himself to engage him in battle. He would not listen to what Neco had said at God’s command, but went to fight him on the plain of
Megiddo. Archers shot King Josiah, and … he died” (2 Chron 35:22–24).

This is indeed one of the strangest statements in Scripture, which we would dismiss as Egyptian propaganda had not the inspired
writer confirmed that God did use a pagan monarch to warn Josiah and assist the Assyrians.

God had spoken to pagan kings previously without implying that they had become prophets of Israel or converted to worshiping the
one true God (see Gen 12:17–20; 20:3–7; and Dan 4:1–3). The instrument was not the focal point of the prophecy; its content was.
God had also previously spoken through the mouth of an ass (Num 22:28–31) and would later speak through a profane high priest
(Jn 11:51). But King Josiah did not perceive that God could use such an instrument as a Pharaoh.

In an act reminiscent of King Ahab, Josiah disguised himself and went into a battle he was not supposed to be in. The archer’s
arrow found its mark, and Josiah was carried away to die.

But the plan of God was still operating. Josiah, it had been prophesied by Huldah, would be gathered to his fathers and “buried in
peace” (2 Chron 34:28). His “eyes [would] not see all the disaster [God was] going to bring on [that] place and on those who live[d]
[there].”

The event was so tragic that Jeremiah the prophet composed lamentations for Josiah. But in spite of these laments, the people
marched relentlessly toward the destruction that would take place within twenty-three years of Josiah’s death. In fact, not more than
three years after his death, in 606 B.C., the Babylonians, whom Josiah seemed to favor, took the first Hebrew captives, including the
prophet Daniel and his three friends. In 597 B.C. Ezekiel was taken into exile. Finally the city fell and was burned down, temple
included, in 586 B.C.

For one major blunder, a leader’s whole career ended. Yet graciously the record did not dwell on this one sin. Instead it attributed
most of the cause to his grandfather Manasseh. Furthermore, the account of Josiah’s life magnanimously ends not by underscoring
the king’s final weakness and disobedience, but by recalling Josiah’s “acts of devotion” or “his goodness” (2 Chron 35:26). God’s
commendation was “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Thus out of tragedy, God was still working his purposes. What seemed a
horrible end for God’s faithful servant-king was in fact a reward. He was spared the horror of viewing the demise of everything the
nation and God had built in Judah during the preceding millennium and a half.

2 Chronicles 35:23 The archers shot King Josiah, and the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for I am badly
wounded.”

the archers (KJV): 2Ch 18:33 Ge 49:23 2Ki 9:24 La 3:13 
wounded (KJV): Heb. made sick, 1Ki 22:34 2Ki 8:29 

The archers shot King Josiah, and the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for I am badly wounded.”

Adam Clarke: Perhaps this means no more than that they took Josiah out of his own chariot and put him into another, either for
secrecy, or because his own had been disabled. The chariot into which he was put might have been that of the officer or aid-de-



camp who attended his master to the war. 2 Kings 22:20.

2 Chronicles 35:24 So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him in the second chariot which he had, and
brought him to Jerusalem where he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for
Josiah.

the second (KJV): Ge 41:43 
they (KJV): 2Ki 23:30 
died (KJV): Ps 36:6 Ec 8:14 9:1,2 
in one of the (KJV): or, among the, 2Ch 34:28 
Judah (KJV): Zec 12:11 

So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him in the second chariot which he had, and brought him to
Jerusalem where he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.

Raymond Dillard: For the Chronicler the death of Josiah presented a challenge to his theology of retribution; defeat in battle for him
represented divine disfavor, whereas victory was a token of blessing. If Josiah was such a pious king, how is it that he suffered
defeat and died in battle? The Chronicler demonstrates the validity of his retribution theology by modifying the Kings account to
show that Josiah’s death resulted from his disobedience to a divine oracle.

Mark Boda: The Chronicler is careful to protect the veracity of Huldah’s prophetic word in 34:28, where she promised that Josiah
would be “buried in peace,” by clarifying that Josiah remained alive until he was safe in Jerusalem (the city of peace) where he died
(cf. 2 Kgs 23:29-30).

J.S. Wilkins: [Sermon points on the death of Josiah]

2 Chronicles 35:25 Then Jeremiah chanted a lament for Josiah. And all the male and female singers speak about Josiah in
their lamentations to this day. And they made them an ordinance in Israel; behold, they are also written in the
Lamentations.

Jeremiah (KJV): Jer 22:10 La 4:20 
all the singing (KJV): Job 3:8 Ec 12:5 Jer 9:17-21 Mt 9:23 
and made them (KJV): Jer 22:20 

Then Jeremiah chanted a lament for Josiah. And all the male and female singers speak about Josiah in their lamentations
to this day. And they made them an ordinance in Israel; behold, they are also written in the Lamentations.

J.A. Thompson: “The Laments” is another lost collection. These are not to be confused with the Book of Lamentations, although in
purpose they may have been similar. It must be remembered however that not only did Jeremiah lament over Josiah’s death, but so
did “all the men and women singers,” signifying that this was a dark day in Israel’s history.

2 Chronicles 35:26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and his deeds of devotion as written in the law of the LORD, 2

goodness (KJV): Heb. kindness, 2Ch 31:20 32:32 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and his deeds of devotion as written in the law of the LORD, 

1. That the best of men may err in judgment and in act.

2. The danger of undertaking any work without asking counsel of the Lord.

3. How universal is the reign of death.

4. That we should be cautious how we attribute sudden and violent death to the vengeance of the Most High.

5. That it is not wrong to mourn for the dead.



Iain Duguid: Despite Josiah’s fatal disobedience, the conclusion to his reign focuses on “his good deeds,” which are defined as
being “according to what is written in the Law of the Lord” (2 Chron. 35:26). Sadly, such would be said of no further king of Israel
and Judah until there came the Son of David who was “obedient to the point of death” (Phil. 2:8).

Frederick Mabie: The most praiseworthy summary given of Josiah’s reign over Judah is the mention of his “acts of devotion,
according to what is written in the Law of the Lord.” This statement captures what was directly and indirection seen during the
different phases of Josiah’s reign – namely, a reverence for God’s revealed will and a commitment to do what is pleasing in God’s
sight.

2 Chronicles 35:27 and his acts, first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.

deeds (KJV): 2Ch 20:34 24:27 25:26 26:22 32:32 33:19 2Ki 10:34 16:19 20:20 2Ki 21:25 

and his acts, first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.

PAUL APPLE - DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

Andrew Hill: This section of Chronicles highlights certain character traits of God, especially his compassion and mercy in
responding to those who humble themselves and offer prayer seeking God’s forgiveness (i.e., Manasseh, 33:12-19; Josiah, 34:27).
God is portrayed as one who listens and is moved to benevolent action on behalf of the penitent (33:13). Conversely, God’s
righteousness in not acquitting the guilty is demonstrated in his response to Amon, who “increased his guilt” before God by refusing
to humble himself (33:23).

Ron Daniel: The ark of the covenant had been through quite the adventure since the days of Samuel the prophet. The Jews, who
were losing the war with the Philistines, decided to take the ark into battle with them, believing that they would win (1Sam 4:3). But
the Jews were defeated and the ark was captured by the Philistines (1Sam. 4:11). After God brought many curses upon the
Philistine cities in which the ark was being kept, they returned it to Israel. The people of Beth-shemesh were the first to get the ark,
but after more than 50,000 of them were killed for looking into the ark (1Sam. 6:19), the city of Kiriath-jearim was contacted and
asked, "Would you like to have the ark?" (1Sam. 6:21). The ark was almost taken into battle again by King Saul (1Sam. 14:18) but
he changed his mind and it ended up back at Kiriath-jearim (1Chr. 13:5). Once King David had established Jerusalem as Israel's
capitol, he decided that the ark should be in Jerusalem. But when he tried to have it moved, he didn't do it in accordance with the
Law of God, and a man died (2Sam. 6:7). So the ark remained at the house of Obed-edom for three months (2Sam. 6:11) while
David read the Scriptures and figured out how it should be moved. King David was successful at bringing the ark to Jerusalem,
where it remained in a tent (2Sam. 6:17). It was a short time later that David had the idea to build a permanent temple for the Lord,
but God didn't allow it. When David's son Absalom rebelled and took over the kingdom, the priests took the ark of the covenant with
them as they left the city with David (2Sam. 15:24). But David told them to go put it back (2Sam. 15:25). Years later, David's son,
King Solomon, built the temple and the ark was placed in its permanent home (1Kings 8:6). But now, King Josiah is having to tell the
Levites to put the ark BACK into the temple. When was it removed? At this, we can only speculate that in the same way the priests
had removed the ark when Absalom took power in the days of David, that during the reign of either Manasseh or his son Amon, they
must have removed it again. After all, it was King Manasseh's who built altars in the house of the Lord (2Chr. 33:4). Now, Manasseh
did repent, and remove these altars (2Chr. 33:15), but his son Amon, King Josiah's father, never repented of the idolatry with which
he caused the nation to be permeated. Apparently, the priests had been carrying it from place to place, probably to keep it in hiding.
Now, it would not be a burden on their shoulders anymore. It would be returned to the Holy of Holies in the temple.

Frederick Mabie: The ramifications of Josiah’s decision to involve Judah in this conflict were enormous. After a long period of
Assyrian vassalage, Judah had begun to experience independence (or at least pseudo-independence) during the reign of Josiah in
light of the contraction of the Assyrian Empire. However, in the aftermath of Judah’s battle with Neco at Megiddo, Josiah was killed
in battle (vv. 23-24) and Judah became an Egyptian vassal. Only a few years later (ca. 605 BC) Judah would become a Babylonian
vassal. Thus in the span of about two decades Judah shifted form Assyrian vassalage to (pseudo-) independence to Egyptian
vassalage to Babylonian vassalage. Moreover, the final three kings of Judah after Jehoahaz (Eliakim/Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and
Mattaniah/Zedekiah) were placed on the throne by Egypt or Babylonia. Judah’s subsequent rebellions against vassalage would

1) Why must our worship conform to the Word of God?

2) How does worship combine both sober reflection and joyful celebration?

3) How messy was this bloody Passover ceremony?

4) What motivated King Josiah to engage in battle with Neco of Egypt?

https://www.bibleoutlines.com//wp-content/uploads/chronicles.pdf


ultimately lead to the destruction and deportation of Judah.

Peter Wallace: Neco was allied with the Assyrians, and was on his way to join Ashur-uballit II against an upstart Babylonian general,
the crown prince of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar. Carchemish is a city on the Euphrates River (on the border between modern Syria
and modern Turkey). Nebuchadnezzar was pushing the Assyrians back up the Euphrates, and Neco was in a hurry trying to rescue
the Assyrians (the Egyptians had frequently quarreled with the Assyrians, but they feared the Babylonians more). Neco’s expedition
would fail, and Nebuchadnezzar would shortly rise to the throne of Babylon. But while on the way up the coast of Philistia and
Lebanon, Neco had to pass through the valley of Jezreel – and the plain of Megiddo. This is the bottle neck of northern Israel. The
heights of Mt Carmel rise up to the west, blocking the coastal route and forcing the army to march inland. The hill country of Ephraim
gives way to an opening leading eastward from the coastal plain into the valley of Jezreel, which turns north up towards Syria, (OR
southeast towards the Jordan River and Jerusalem!) If you control the plain of Megiddo and the valley of Jezreel, then you control
the military and economic destiny of the region. The city of Megiddo rises out of the plain at this point, perhaps providing a place for
Josiah to ambush the Egyptians, as they approached the valley of Jezreel. Josiah plainly thinks that his liturgical reforms have
guaranteed his military success. He looks back at David and Solomon – Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah – and says, hey, good kings
who worshiped the LORD and restored the temple wound up winning great battles. What is more, Huldah the prophetess had said,
“you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place and its
inhabitants.” (34:28) Josiah may have taken Huldah’s prophecy as a blank check. “You shall be gathered to your grave in peace”
needs to be understood in context. - First – the reason: “because you have humbled yourself before me” if you cease to be humble,
then you will bring some other judgment upon yourself! - Second – the promise itself is of narrow scope: Josiah will be spared the
“disaster” – the exile and catastrophic judgment that God has planned for Jerusalem. There is nothing in Huldah’s prophecy that
gives Josiah a blank check to do whatever he wants. And Neco warns him: “I am not coming against you this day… And God has
commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, lest he destroy you.” Of course, Hezekiah had heard similar words
from the Assyrians – so why should Josiah have listened to Pharaoh? Well, how does going to battle against Egypt demonstrate
love for God? Sure, it’s true that from a political standpoint, Josiah thinks that a Babylonian empire would be more desirable than an
Assyrian empire. But the problem is that the Son of David in Jerusalem should not be throwing his weight behind the empires of the
world. Josiah is forgetting that in the end it doesn’t matter whether Assyria or Babylon is in control – he needs to worship and serve
the LORD, and trust that God will exalt him. Habakkuk prophesied during these days– the last days of the Assyrian empire and the
rise of the neo-Babylonian empire. Perhaps he was thinking of the death of Josiah when he said, So the law is paralyzed, and
justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. (1:4) Josiah goes forth in a
perverted attempt to wield the authority of the Son of God. https://media-cloud.sermonaudio.com/text/122212930251.pdf

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown: Josiah most probably calculated that the restoration of the divine worship, with the revival of vital
religion in the land, would lead, according to God’s promise, and the uniform experience of the Hebrew people, to a period of settled
peace and increased prosperity. His hopes were disappointed. The bright interval of tranquility that followed his re-establishment of
the rue religion was brief. But it must be observed that this interruption did not proceed from any unfaithfulness in the divine promise,
but from the state into which the kingdom of Judah had brought itself by the national apostasy, which was drawing down upon it the
long-threatened, but long-deferred judgments of God.

STEVEN COLE - A Teenager Starts A Revival (2 Chronicles 34 and 35)

Former Secretary of Education William Bennett writes about how teachers in the 1940’s were asked to identify the major problems
they faced in the schools. They listed talking out of turn; chewing gum; making noise; running in halls; cutting in line; dress code
infractions; and littering. When asked the same question in 1990, teachers listed drug and alcohol abuse; pregnancy; suicide; rape;
robbery; and assault (cited in Liberty [Nov./Dec., 1994, p. 5).

Do you remember the story of the little Dutch boy who saved his city from destruction by sticking his finger in the hole in the dike? Do
you ever feel like that little boy, except that you’re trying to plug holes with all your fingers and thumbs, but more leaks are breaking
out every minute? I sometimes feel overwhelmed as I see our godless culture hurtling toward destruction.

King Josiah must have felt that way. He lived in an evil day; his culture was on the brink of God’s judgment. His grandfather,
Manasseh, had been the most wicked king in Judah’s history, plunging the nation into worse sins than the Canaanites Israel had
conquered centuries before. Even though Manasseh repented, he could not undo the damage he had done. It’s much easier to lead
people into sin than it is to lead them out again. It’s like emptying a box of BB’s on a hardwood floor. It’s easy to scatter them, but it’s
not so easy to get them all back in the box. Josiah’s father, the wicked Amon, reigned only two years before he was assassinated.
He reestablished the pagan practices of his father’s earlier years. Into this wicked culture, plunging headlong toward destruction, little
eight-year-old Josiah was thrust as king.

What could this boy-king do? He stuck all his fingers in the holes in the dike! He didn’t finally avert God’s judgment, but he did
manage to hold it off for over 30 years. At age 16, Josiah began to seek the Lord (34:3). As a young man of 20, he started a series

https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-14-teenager-starts-revival-2-chronicles-34-and-35


of reforms in an attempt to turn the nation back from destruction. But even though Josiah himself “did right in the sight of the Lord”
(34:2), if we read the contemporary prophets, Jeremiah and Zephaniah, we learn that his reforms weren’t able to go deeply enough.
But he did manage to keep one generation from judgment. As such, Josiah should be an example to us as we seek to make a
difference in our evil culture. Like Josiah,

Though we live in an evil day, we can see God work through us if we will seek Him and obey His Word.

1. Josiah lived in an evil day; so do we.

When you read 2 Chronicles 34:3-7 and the parallel passage (2 Kings 23:4-15, 19-20) you begin to see what Josiah was up against.
Although the people in his kingdom would claim to be followers of the one true God, they had incorporated all sorts of worldly
practices into their worship: idolatry, sexual immorality, and even child sacrifice, all under the guise of religion! It’s amazing how
people can delve into anything and everything other than God’s Word in the name of religion! These people claimed to be God’s
covenant people, but they were totally corrupt in their lifestyle.

In Josiah’s day, as in ours, there was a widespread lack of understanding of God’s Word. When we read of a copy of the Law being
discovered in the Temple and read to the King, we get the distinct impression that even the godly Josiah had never heard it read
before (34:15-19)! We don’t know whether Manasseh and Amon had destroyed the copies used by the priests and Levites during
Hezekiah’s reign. But apparently God’s Word was scarce. Whenever people do not read and understand the Bible, they have no
basis for evaluating or confronting their behavior. And so they drift into the worst of sins without even knowing that they are
thoroughly pagan.

I wish you all would read David Wells’ two excellent books, No Place for Truth and God in the Wasteland [both, Eerdmans], which
show how worldly the American church has become because we have abandoned God’s truth and God-centered living and have
replaced it with a human-centered, therapeutic approach in which human needs become sovereign. Wells argues that the church is
in the business of truth, not of marketing its “feel-good” product to religious consumers. He states,

A business is in the market simply to sell its products; it doesn’t ask consumers to surrender themselves to the product. The church,
on the other hand, does call for such a surrender. It is not merely marketing a product; it is declaring Christ’s sovereignty over all of
life and declaring the necessity of obedient submission to him and to the truth of his Word (God in the Wasteland [Eerdmans], p. 76).

The evening before Thanksgiving I had an interesting conversation with Jim Owen, author of the excellent book, Christian
Psychology’s War on God’s Word [EastGate]. He thinks that a major part of the problem in American Christianity is that we do not
want to submit to authority, including the authority of Scripture that confronts our self-centered, fulfill-my-needs mentality. Thus we
are abandoning the historical-grammatical-contextual approach to biblical interpretation and are accepting books in which popular
authors subjectively read into the Bible the latest psychological “insights” and then claim that they are biblical. I think his analysis is
correct.

The point was clearly illustrated earlier this year when Christianity Today ([5/16/94], pp. 38-40) ran a news article summarizing some
of the far-out views set forth by the popular Christian writer, Karen Burton Mains, in her book, Lonely No More [Word)]. She holds to
a number of Jungian psychological concepts about “the male-within-the-female and the female-within-the-male,” which she says
“have always seemed exceptionally scriptural to me.” She describes a seven-year-old, emaciated “idiot child” in her mind’s eye, who
turns out to be “the Christ child that is within me.” She explained to CT that this was metaphorical language representing “the
repressed, malformed” part of herself with which Christ identifies.

In spite of these and many other weird things she says, which are at best a mixture of worldliness with Christianity, the article was
slanted in favor of Mains and against the “self-appointed heresy hunters” who dare to criticize her! And, the subsequent letters to the
editor were largely defensive of her! David Wells is correct: American Christianity has abandoned the idea that we must submit to
God’s revealed, absolute truth and has moved into a subjective, therapeutic hodgepodge of worldly ideas.

But even though, like Josiah, we live in an evil day when even those claiming to be God’s people are marked by worldliness, there is
a way out of the darkness. It involves seeking the Lord and obeying His Word.

2. Josiah sought the Lord and obeyed His Word; so can we.

A. JOSIAH SOUGHT THE LORD (34:3A).

There are two lessons to note here:

1) Seek the Lord early in life if you can. Josiah was 16 when he began seeking the Lord. He was not from a godly home. He lived in



an evil day. And yet he began seeking the Lord during his teen years and never turned away.

Many Christians have the erroneous notion that teenagers must go through a phase of rebellion. It becomes a self-fulfilling
prophecy, where Christian parents expect their teens to rebel! Some kids feel like they’ll never be well-adjusted if they don’t sow
some wild oats. That’s baloney!

I want every young person to hear this: Even if you come from a bad home and even though we live in an evil world, you can seek
the Lord. You’ll never regret avoiding drugs or drinking or sexual immorality, because sin always leaves scars. I thank God that He
graciously preserved me from rebelling against Him or against my parents. I think I’m fairly well-adjusted in spite of it!

2) Keep on seeking the Lord. “He began to seek God.” Seeking the Lord is a lifelong process. You don’t just try it halfheartedly for a
few months and then say that it didn’t work. Walking with the infinite God and learning His ways is a lifetime process.

You’ll go through dry times and difficult times. You’ll be tempted to turn to the world for the latest wisdom on how to deal with your
problems. You’ll be tempted to give up on the Bible because “it doesn’t seem to work.” But always remember, what you need is the
Lord! Let your problems drive you to depend on Him alone. Seek Him through His Word! Trust in Him and don’t lean on any other
source. The renewing of our minds through Scripture isn’t a quick fix. We’ve got to run with endurance the race set before us. With
Josiah we must keep seeking the Lord.

B. JOSIAH OBEYED GOD’S WORD (34:2).

Verse 2 summarizes Josiah’s life: “And he did right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his father David and did not
turn aside to the right or to the left.” There’s a difference between doing right in the sight of people and doing right in the sight of the
Lord, isn’t there? We can only do right in the sight of the Lord when we obey His Word. Josiah had, as you will have, many
opportunities to turn aside to the right or to the left, but he didn’t do that (except at the end of his life). He obeyed God’s Word.

The story of the discovery of this copy of the Law of Moses (at least Deuteronomy, but probably the first five books of the Old
Testament) is a marvelous example of how God has preserved His Word down through the centuries. Tyrants have tried to eradicate
it. Even clergymen have tried to keep it from the common people. During the middle ages church authorities opposed the translation
of the Bible into the vernacular because they feared that if lay people read the Bible, heresy would result. William Tyndale, one of the
early translators of the Bible into English, was condemned for heresy, strangled, and burned at the stake in 1536 on account of his
efforts. A letter he wrote from his prison cell requests a Hebrew Bible, grammar and dictionary so that he could continue translating.
We take it for granted that we have several translations of the Bible lying around the house. But it has not always been so.

But whenever God’s Word is read and obeyed, great changes begin to take place in individuals and in society. But owning several
copies of the Bible or keeping one on your coffee table won’t do you any good.

1) We must read the Word. We can’t obey it if we don’t know what it says. And we must not just read our favorite sections which
reinforce our prejudices. We must read it all. Read the sections that step on your toes. We don’t know for sure which portions for the
Law Hilkiah read (maybe all of it). But I would guess that he read Deuteronomy 28 which spells out the grave consequences of
disobedience for the nation.

2) We must respond to the Word. Josiah’s response was to tear his clothes in horror. You don’t need to tear your clothes, but
sometimes the Word ought to rend your heart. When Josiah heard what God’s Word said, he said, “We’re in a heap of trouble”
(paraphrase of 34:21). He had deep convictions about the truthfulness of God’s book. He knew that when God says something, He
means it. He knew that sin has consequences. So Josiah responded with a tender heart and humbled himself before God (34:27).

Even though Josiah’s reforms to purge the land of idolatry (34:3-7) preceded the discovery of the Law, what he did illustrates what
ought to take place when a person gets into God’s Word. It exposes things in our lives that are displeasing to God. You’ve got to
take strong action against such things: chop them down, break them in pieces, grind them to powder, burn it and scatter the ashes,
etc. (see 34:4-5). Jesus said that if your eye causes you to lust, tear it out; or your right hand tempts you to adultery, cut it off (Matt.
5:29-30). He meant that we need to respond to God’s Word by dealing radically with our sin.

3) We must learn the Word from mature believers. The king wanted to find out exactly what these words meant as applied to him
and his kingdom. So he sent a delegation to Huldah the prophetess (34:22-28). Apparently Jeremiah and Zephaniah weren’t nearby.
While God prefers to use men in positions of spiritual leadership, when obedient men are not available, He will use women (Judges
5). Clearly, a woman like Huldah is an exception in Scripture, not the rule. Those who use such exceptional cases to build a feminist
theology are grasping at straws. But even so, God does use godly, faithful women.

Huldah shoots straight by telling the messengers what the Lord says (34:23). The job of a person teaching or preaching God’s Word
of truth is to make plain what God says, even if it steps on some toes. The Word doesn’t always make you feel warm and fuzzy. It



confronts sin and speaks of God’s judgment, as well as His love and mercy. But the Word always brings healing if we submit to and
obey it.

As a hearer of the Word, Scripture warns you against shopping for teachers who tickle your ears and tell you what you want to hear
rather than what you need to hear (2 Tim. 3:3). I’ve read church growth books that tell pastors if we want to build the church, we
shouldn’t preach with authority or confront sin, because baby boomers don’t like that sort of thing. You can find many pastors who
fall for that marketing approach. But they will turn away your ears from the truth (2 Tim. 4:4).

So, we must read the Word; respond to the Word; learn it from others.

4) We must seek to influence others with the Word. Once we have read the Word and responded to it with personal obedience and
have been taught it by others, we have an obligation to influence others with the Word. Josiah didn’t keep it to himself. He got
everybody together and read the Word to them and sought to help them obey it too (34:29-33). If God’s work in your life is real, you
will want to bring others under its influence.

Some may say, “I wouldn’t want to offend somebody by telling them what the Bible says.” If you see someone with an illness and
you’ve been cured of the same thing by taking a certain remedy, won’t you tell him what you’ve found? God’s Word gives us all that
we need for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3-4). People with problems don’t need human wisdom; they need God’s Word. Every
Christian should grow in being equipped with the Word so that you can help others discover its riches.

Thus even though Josiah lived in an evil day, he sought the Lord and obeyed His Word. So can we. The result?

3. God worked through Josiah; He can work through us.

Josiah purged the land of idolatry and immorality. He restored the Temple and reestablished worship in its proper place. He led the
people in the greatest Passover in hundreds of years. Josiah’s Passover was greater than the one led by Hezekiah because all
Israel participated and because it was observed in more accordance with the Mosaic law. He saved a generation from God’s
judgment.

In our evil day God can do great things through us if we will seek Him and obey His Word. Although it seems impossible to see our
nation restored to the place where school teachers complain about the kids chewing gum instead of carrying guns, God can do the
impossible! We need spiritual revival!

Conclusion

Josiah’s story ends on a sad note. Pharaoh Neco passed through Judah on his way north to Carchemish
where he intended to join with Assyria against Babylon (35:20). He did not intend to fight Josiah, but Josiah
insisted on fighting him. It probably seemed like the sensible thing to do. But no where do we read of Josiah
seeking the Lord about this battle. In fact, he disguises himself before going into battle (35:22), which reminds
us of the ploy used by the wicked Ahab. Why disguise yourself if you’re in the will of God? But Josiah goes
against Egypt, gets shot in battle and dies at 39. The revival stops. And in a few short years, Judah falls to
Babylon.

What that says to me is, “Don’t get sidetracked from what God has called you to do.” The good is often the
worst enemy of the best. We’ve got to be careful or the devil will entice us into the wrong arenas and it can
nullify the eternal impact of what God has called us to do. Josiah got sidetracked from the spiritual work into
political solutions. Didn’t the land need to be defended? Wasn’t that a king’s job? Yes, but he should have
sought the Lord. In this case, God really was speaking through this pagan pharaoh (35:22)! Josiah should
have stuck to his spiritual reforms.

Just before the 1984 election, I heard a well-known pastor speak on “The Second Most Important Day of Your
Life.” He said that the most important day of your life is when you trust Christ as Savior. But the second most
important day would be when you went to vote for Ronald Reagan! In my opinion, he was putting far more
faith in the political system than is warranted! While I’m pleased with the recent election, I’m not optimistic that
the Republican Party can solve America’s problems. Only God can solve our problems and He will do it as His
people turn from sin, seek Him and obey His Word. The world’s problems are essentially spiritual, not political.
The church’s primary task is to proclaim the gospel and bring people under Christ’s lordship. Let’s not get
sidetracked from our main mission!

At age 12 Robert Louis Stevenson was looking out into the dark from his upstairs window, watching a man light



Discussion Questions
1. How can we effectively proclaim God’s absolute truth to a relativistic world?
2. What is worldliness? How has it affected the church?
3. Some would argue that the church needs to experience God, not learn doctrine or theology. Why is this a false dichotomy?
4. Should Christians be involved in politics? How much time should God’s people commit to the political process?
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the street lanterns. His governess came into the room and asked what he was doing. He replied, “I am
watching a man cut holes in the darkness.” Though we live in a dark day, we can be used of God to cut holes
in the darkness, if we will seek Him and obey His Word.
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